
Historical Maps by Chapter 

The author is grateful to several organizations (acknowledged below) for their kind permission 

to use the following historical maps. 

Prologue: Why the West? 

0.1 Physical Map of Europe 
 

Chapter 1: Innovation in World Civilization 
Pre-History 

1.1 Migration of Homo Sapiens 

1.1b The Migration of Anatomically Modern Humans 

The Ancient Near East 

1.2a  The Sea Peoples, c. 1200 B.C. 

1.2b The World 1000 B.C. 

1.2c World Map of Major Religions 

1.2d The World's Major Writing Systems 

The Classical World 

  1.3a A political Map of the World, circa 200 A.D. 

  1.3b         Ancient Greece, c. 450 B.C. 

1.3c Empire of Alexander the Great 

1.3d  The Roman Empire, c. 117 

1.3e Roman Empire with Provinces, c. 117 

1.3f The Roman Empire in the Apostolic Age 

Ancient China 

1.4 Asian-Arabian Trade, c. 1st Century B.C. 

Other Great Civilizations 

1.5a The Spread of Buddhism, its Furthest Extend and its Extent in 1920 

1.5b European Settlements in India, 1498-1739 

1.5c The Byzantine Empire at the Death of Justinian, c. 565 

1.5d The Islamic Caliphates 650– 750 

Astonishing Human Ingenuity 

1.6a The Empires of Africa, before Colonialism 

1.6b The Amazingly Diverse Languages of Africa 

1.6c  The Aztec and Inca Empires, c. 1515 

1.6d  The Mongol Empire 

1.6e Japan 
 

 

Chapter 2: Medieval Transformations 
2.0 Mongol Invasion and Empire in the 13th Century 

The Rise of Feudal Society 

2.2a  Viking Invasions, 8th to 12th Centuries 

2.2b Europe, 1000 

2.2c  France at the end of the 10th Century 

The Urban Revolution 

2.3a  Political Map of Europe, 1199 A.D. 

2.3b Spread of the Bubonic Plague 
Commercial Revolution 

2.4a Late Medieval Trade Routes 
2.4b The Hanseatic League, 1400 
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Chapter 3: Papal Revolution 

The Early Church 
  3.1 Expansion of Christianity in Europe 

The Western Church 
3.2a  The Frankish Kingdoms and Empire, 481–814 

3.2b Europe at the Death of Charles the Great, 814 A.D. 

Revolutions in the Church 

3.4 The Great Schism, 1054 

Revolutions in the Law 

 3.6 Legal Systems of the World 

Political Revolutions in Christendom 

3.9 The Western Schism, 1378–1417 

 

Chapter 4: Military Revolutions 

Medieval Warfare 

4.2a Expeditions and Settlements of the Norsemen 

4.2b When the Vikings Spread across Europe 
European Arms Race 

4.3a Italy and Illyria, 1084 
4.3b The Hanseatic League, 1400 
4.3c Italy 1492 

War and the Origins of Representative Government 
4.5a Hundred Years’ War: France, 1330 
4.5b Hundred Years’ War: France, 1435 
 

Chapter 5: Discovery of the World 

5.0 The World of Herodotus 
Migrations 

5.1a The Peoples of the Ancient World, 1300 B.C. 

5.1b  Barbarian Migrations, 376–476 

5.1c Barbarian Inroads into the Roman Empire 

5.1d Europe about 500 A.D. 

The Crusades 

5.3a  Europe during the time of the Crusades 

5.3b The Crusader States, c. 1140 

5.3c Anatolia and the Near East during the Crusades, c. 1200 

World Travelers 

5.4  Marco Polo’s  Itineraries, c. 1800  

5.4b Travels of Marco Polo 

5.4c Ibn Battuta’s Journeys in North Africa and the Near East, 1325-32 

5.4d Ibn Battuta’s Journey through Asia, 1332-46 

5.4e Ibn Battuta’s Travels in Africa, 1349-54 

Global Traders 

5.5a Late Medieval Trade Routes 

5.5b Map from Pietro Vesconte, Atlas of the European Atlantic Coast, 1325 

5.5c Spread of the Bubonic Plague 

5.5d Portolan Chart by Albino de Canepa, 1489 

Seafarers and Explorers 

5.6a  Discoveries from XV to XVII Century 

5.6b Diego Gutierrez map of America, 1562 
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5.6c Actual European Discoveries (Lands Unknown by Humans before the Age 

of Exploration) 

Conquerors 

5.7a When Spain and Portugal Dominated the World 
5.7b The Expansion of Russia, 1462–1796 

 

Chapter 6: Explosion of the Printed Word 
Icon, Token, Symbol 

6.1 Phoenician Trade Routes, c. 600 B.C. 
6.1b The World's Major Writing Systems 

 

Chapter 7: The Reformation 

Luther 

7.4 Europe at the Beginning of the Reformation, c. 1519 

Social and Political Transformations 

7.5 Europe, 1400 

Christendom Shattered 

7.6 Europe at the Accession of Elizabeth I, 1558 

 

Chapter 8: Scientific Revolutions 

 
Chapter 9: Commercial Revolutions 

Commodity Fetishes 

9.1 The Spice Islands 

 

Chapter 10: Political Revolutions 
Foundations of Liberty 

10.1 The Hanseatic League, 1400 
Early European Self-Government 

10.2a The Growth of the Swiss Confederacy, 1291-1515 

10.2b The Netherlands, 1559-1608 

10.2c Europe, 1800 

The American Revolution 

10.4a  British Land in North America, 1750 and 1763 

10.4b United States of North America, 1783 

10.4c  Independence in South America 

France and the Revolutionary Tradition 

10.5a  Europe before the French Revolution, 1789 

10.5b Europe after the French Revolution, 1815 
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Chapter 11: Industrial Revolution 

Diffusion 
11.5a  Economic Map of Europe, 1910 

11.5b Economic Map of Europe, 1916 

 

Chapter 12: Technological Revolutions 

Explosions in a Box 
12.4a  Steam Communication in the Atlantic Ocean, 1904 

12.4b Principle Railways and Steamship Routes, 1910 

12.4c  Air Routes of the World 1922 

Revolutions in Chemistry 
 12.5 Who Wins Nobel Prizes (and Who Doesn't) 

Chapter 13: Crises of the West 
Imperialism 

13.1a  European Colonization about 1650 

13.1b Major Shipping Routes in the Colonial Era, 1750–1800 

13.1c European Colonization about 1800 

13.1d Political and Tribal Units of Africa in 1844 

13.1e  European Colonization 1907 

13.1f Europeanization of the World 1907 

13.1g A European Missionary's Map of Africa, circa 1908 

13.1h Colonial Possessions of European Powers on the Eve of WWI 

World War I 

13.2 Europe before and after World War I 

13.2b The Nations at War during WWI, 1918 

World War II 

13.4a  German Annexations Pre-World War II 

13.4b Europe under Nazi Domination, 1941–1942 

13.4c The WWII Firebombing of Japan 

The Cold War 

13.5a The Communist World, 1946–89  

13.5b Cold War Europe, 1958 

13.5c  Cold War Alliances, 1975 
13.5d North Korea's Missile Range 
13.5e The Nuclear Powers, after the Cold War 

 

Chapter 14: Social Revolutions 

 Ending Discrimination 

14.4a Where Today’s 30 Million Slaves Live 

14.4b Where People Are the Most and Least Welcoming to Foreigners 

14.4c Where People Are the Most and Least Racially Tolerant 

14.4d Gay Rights around the World 
Conclusions: A New Kind of Society 

15.0a  Internet Undersea Cables 
15.0b Prevailing World Religions 2007 

15.0c  UN Human Development Report 2008 

15.0d World Map Literacy 2011 

15.0e Where the World's People Live, by Economic Status 

15.0f Who Wins Nobel Prizes (and Who Doesn't) 

15.0g The Happiest and Least Happy Countries 
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15.0h Where the Atheists Live 

 

The author is grateful to Christopher Lascelles and his cartographer Martin Lubikowski from 

ML Design for kind permission to use maps 1.1, 1.2a, 1.3a, 1.3c, 1.5, 1.6c, 2.0, 2.2a, 5.1b, 

5.7b, 6.1a, 9.1, 10.4a, and 10.4c from Lascelles’s book A Short History of the World (Crux 

Publishing, 2012). Many thanks also to Max Fisher of the Washington Post for his generosity 

in allowing me to deploy a large number of the excellent maps he has amassed or 

commissioned for the web-collections 40 maps that explain the world and 40 more maps that 

explain the world: 1.1b, 1.2c, 1.2d, 1.3, 1.6a, 1.6b, 2.2a, 3.6, 4.2b, 5.6c, 5.7a, 6.1b, 12.5, 13.1b, 

13.1d, 13.1g, 13.4c, 13.5d, 13.5e, 14.4a, 14.4b, 14.4c, 14.4d, 15.0e, 15.0f, 15.0g, 15.0h. Thanks 

to the Florida Center for Instructional Technology for permission to use Maps 0.1, 11.5a, 

11.5b, and 12.4b and to The Probert Encyclopaedia (a division of nsdk.org.uk) for permission 

to reproduce Maps 1.3e, 3.2b, 4.2a, 5.3a, 5.4a, 5.6a, 7.4, 7.6, 10.4b, 10.5a, 10.5b, 12.4a, 12.4c, 

13.1a, 13.1c, 13.1e, 13.1f, 13.4a, and 13.5b. Maps 1.5a, 2.2c, and 5.1d were reproduced from 

H. G. Wells, The Outline of History: Being a Plain History of Life and Mankind (New York: 

Macmillan, 1920; images digitalized and placed in the public domain <http://outline-of-

history.mindvessel.net>). My gratitude also to Wikimedia Commons permission to use maps 

1.2b, 1.3b, 1.3d, 1.5b, 1.5d, 1.6e, 2.3a, 2.4a, 2.4b, 3.1, 3.2a, 3.4, 3.9, 4.3a, 4.3b, 4.3c, 4.5a, 

4.5b, 5.0, 5.1a, 5.1c, 5.3b, 5.3c, 5.4b, 5.4c, 5.4d, 5.4e, 5.5a, 5.5b, 5.5c, 5.5d, 5.6b, 10.1, 10.2a, 

10.2c, 13.4b, 13.5b, 15.0b, 15.0c, and 15.0d; to Mapsof.net for the use of maps 2.2b, 2.3b, 7.5, 
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